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اًركِابَ ظُقِيْتسْاَ  انَ�ا  .ا�دجِ  ارً�خ�اتَمُ  رُيغِ�صلا  يخِ�ا  مُانيَ 
.ةٌزَ�يمَمُ ينِ�ن�لاِ 

•••

My little brother sleeps very late. I
wake early, because I am great!
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.لَخُدْتَ ن�ا  سِمْ�شللِ  نَوحُمَسْيَ  نَيذ�لاَ  نَمِ  ةٌدَحِاوَ  انَ�ا 
•••

I am the one who lets in the sun.
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”. ةُيّحاب�صلاَ يتِمَجْنَ  تِنْ�ا  : “ يلِ لُوقُت  امَامَ 
•••

“You’re my morning star,” says
Ma.
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.دٍحَ�ا ةِدَعَاسَمُلِ  جُاتَحْ�ا  انَ�ا لاَ  يدِحْوَ ، Aمحِتَسْاَ  انَ�ا 
•••

I wash myself, I don’t need any
help.
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ةُحَئِا�رلاوَ دِرِابَلا  ءِامَلا  عَمَ  لَمَاعَتَ�ا  نْ�ا  ينِنُكِمْيُ  انَ�ا 
.ءِاقَرْ�زلا ةِنَوبُا�صللِ  ةُهَيرِكَلاَ 

•••

I can cope with cold water and blue
smelly soap.
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انَ�ا : “ اهَبُيجLِافَ كِنَانَسْ�ا ،” يْسَنْتَ  لاَ  : “ ينِرُ�كذَتُ امَامَ 
!” لْيحِتَسْمُ

•••

Ma reminds, “Don’t forget teeth.” I
reply, “Never, not me!”
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، يتِ�معَوَ ي�دجَ  ىَلعَ  مُ�لسLَا  مِامَحْتِسْلاِاَ ، دَعْبَ 
.مْهُعُ�دوLَاوَ

•••

After washing, I greet Grandpa and
Auntie, and wish them a good day.
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”. ةٌرَيبَِك نَلآا  انَ�ا  : “ لُوقُ�اوَ يسِفْنَبِ ، يبِايَثِ  سُبِلْ�ا  �مثُ 
•••

Then I dress myself, “I’m big now
Ma,” I say.

9



.يئِاذَحِ طَبِرْ�اوَ  يرِارَزْ�ا  قَلِغLْا  نْ�ا  عُيطِتَسْاَ  انَ�ا 
•••

I can close my buttons and buckle
my shoes.
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رِابَخْ�ا �لُك  فُرعْيَ  رُيغِ�صلاَ  يخِ�ا  �ن�ا  نْمِ  دُ�ك�اتَ�ا  انَ�ا 
.ةِسَرَدْمَلاَ

•••

And I make sure little brother
knows all the school news.
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.ءٍيْشَ �لكُبِ  لِضَفْلأابِ  مَوقُ�لاِ  �ف�صلا  يفِ  يدِهْجُ  لُذُبْ�ا 
•••

In class I do my best in every way.
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رَثَْك�ا �نكَِل  .مٍوْيَ  �لُك  لِاعَفْلأاَ  هِذِهَ  �لكُبِ  مُوقُ�ا  انَ�ا 
.بُعِ�للا �مثُ  .بُعِ�للا  اهAَبحLِا  يتِلا  ءِايَشْ�لاا 

•••

I do all these good things every
day. But the thing I like most, is to
play and play!

13



Storybooks Canada
storybookscanada.ca

! ةْز�يمَمُلا امَازَ 

Zama is great!
Written by: Michael Oguttu
Illustrated by: Vusi Malindi

Translated by: (ar) Heba Tesheh, Maaouia Haj Mabrouk

This story originates from the African Storybook (africanstorybook.org) and
is brought to you by Storybooks Canada in an effort to provide children’s
stories in Canada’s many languages.

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons 
Attribution 3.0 International License.

https://storybookscanada.ca
https://africanstorybook.org
https://storybookscanada.ca
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/

