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Grandma'’s garden was wonderful, full of sorghum,
millet, and cassava. But best of all were the bananas.
Although Grandma had many grandchildren, I secretly
knew that I was her favourite. She invited me often to
her house. She also told me little secrets. But there was

one secret she did not share with me: where she ripened

bananas.
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Later that evening I was called by my mother and father,
and Grandma. I knew why. That night as I lay down to
sleep, I knew I could never steal again, not from
grandma, not from my parents, and certainly not from
anyone else.
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It was so interesting watching Grandma, the bananas,
the banana leaves and the big straw basket. But
Grandma sent me off to my mother on an errand.
“Grandma, please, let me watch as you prepare...”
“Don’t be stubborn, child, do as you are told,” she
insisted. I took off running.
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The following day, when grandma was in the garden
picking vegetables, I sneaked in and peered at the
bananas. Nearly all were ripe. I couldn’t help taking a
bunch of four. As I tiptoed towards the door, I heard
grandma coughing outside. I just managed to hide the
bananas under my dress and walked past her.



ibunuloddesip os sem 31

. 9oed aibew Aw ul aie Aayy,, ‘sem 106 [ Jamsue Ajuo ayy
g . "9J3YM pue ‘seueueq ayl ||e aJe aJaym ‘19yseq ay?
SI 9J9yM ‘ewipueln,, ‘seueueq ay) Jou 13yseq ay3 Jayiau
UMM InQ 3pISINO0 Buis sem euwpuess) ‘paudniad [ Usym

24PUVUS 0L abU

JUL Vaod <<kVE 0L IC $£J -Oz+AkadbU>> UVab 2k U LNLLE
Lo <<"VES S 2V HW V4 :4%a9ddb VS :3.8%>> abDULVY,
$HW L abTa9dd L ILL kTLLY Wabdd Q90 $8Y UVAOV

‘Pa1Se] JAAS pey [ eueue( 1S9199MS 3}

sem 11 ") e Appinb pue asnoy ayl puiyaq juam | ‘uiebe
19¥yseq ay3 bulianod a1y "ssalp Aw ul 1 piy pue auo
paxdid [ *sauo adu AJaA Jo ydung e sem 243y ‘9J0W 3IUO
seueueq ayl ¥2ayd 031 snoy Jay 03 paysnu I ‘Jayiow

Aw 1ISIA 03 swed ewpuelb uaym Aep buimojjo} ayL

abpOVY VU WdHWwaod HILY

UL L@ Gsdw abwU :kNVU VE FA UIDZ 4UU SULPY UV
{4904 UUT YUVU SUIVO F4Y =NALY L H PabdB0d
VY238 bW UFA LLdU LU 38430 4?WwhoV HL L2 WV
£ AL H0S Y WALV $SWADV L35% 8% L - DVudEoU




NUAYT ¢4 N3A A2 FPCNHY A780DMAY @LODTF Nt AN
N&? A7 O+ £A 924 AN ODH (DGH ADLY::
NO-NM P PALt PP+ PCEBLT 1N NACH NCLANN
NeYN teNPAT: NEN RSNHE 27 29220M-€ (DGH NLIAN
AT

Two days later, Grandma sent me to fetch her walking
stick from her bedroom. As soon as I opened the door, I
was welcomed by the strong smell of ripening bananas.
In the inner room was grandma'’s big magic straw
basket. It was well hidden by an old blanket. I lifted it
and sniffed that glorious smell.
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Grandma'’s voice startled me when she called, “What are
you doing? Hurry up and bring me the stick.” I hurried
out with her walking stick. “What are you smiling
about?” Grandma asked. Her question made me realise
that I was still smiling at the discovery of her magic
place.



