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Sakima séng cung ba me va em gai bon
tudi. Ho séng trén manh dat ctia moét pha
6ng. Tup léu bang cé cia ho nam cudi
mot hang cay.

Sakima lived with his parents and his four
year old sister. They lived on a rich man'’s
land. Their grass-thatched hut was at the
end of a row of trees.



Khi Sakima ba tu6i, ban bj bénh va méat thi
giac. Sakima la mdt cau bé rat tai nang.

When Sakima was three years old, he fell
sick and lost his sight. Sakima was a
talented boy.




Sakima lam nhiéu diéu ma nhirng cau bé
sau tudi khac khong thé lam duoc. Vi du,
ban c6 thé ngdi cing nhirng ngudi Ién
tudi trong lang va thao luén nhirng van dé
quan trong.

Sakima did many things that other six
year old boys did not do. For example, he
could sit with older members of the village
and discuss important matters.



BO me cua Sakima lam viéc tai nha cua
phd 6ng. Ho rdi nha tr sdng sém va trd vé
khi troi téi mit. Sakima & nha cung véi em
gai nhoé cda minh.

The parents of Sakima worked at the rich
man’s house. They left home early in the
morning and returned late in the evening.
Sakima was left with his little sister.



Sakima thich hat. Mot ngay no, me hoi
Sakima: “Sakima, con hoc nhirng bai hat
nay tu dau vay?”

Sakima loved to sing songs. One day his
mother asked him, “Where do you learn
these songs from, Sakima?”



Sakima tra 16i"” “Thua me, nhitng bai hat
nay tu dén théi. Con nghe ching & trong
dau va sau dé con hat.”

Sakima answered, “They just come,
mother. I hear them in my head and then I
sing.”



Sakima thich hat cho em gai nho cla
minh, dac biét la khi em d6i. Em gai ban ay
nghe ban hat bai hat yéu thich cda minh.
Em lac lu theo giai diéu nhe nhang cla bai
hat.

Sakima liked to sing for his little sister,
especially, if she felt hungry. His sister
would listen to him singing his favourite
song. She would sway to the soothing
tune.



— Em gai Sakima nan ni ban ay: “Sakima,
anh c6 thé hat di hat lai bai nay dugc
khéng?” Sakima déng y va hat di hat lai
bai hat nay.
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“Can you sing it again and again, Sakima,’
his sister would beg him. Sakima would
accept and sing it over and over again.




M6t budi téi no, khi béd me Sakima vé nha,
ho rat tram lang. Sakima biét rang c6
chuyén gi dé khong on.

One evening when his parents returned
home, they were very quiet. Sakima knew
that there was something wrong.
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Sakima héi: “B6 me i, c6 chuyén gi thé
a?"” Sakima biét dugc rang con trai cla
pht 6ng bi mat tich. Ong 8y rat budn va cd
don.

“What is wrong, mother, father?” Sakima
asked. Sakima learned that the rich man’s
son was missing. The man was very sad
and lonely.
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Sakima néi véi bd me rang: “Con cé thé
hat cho 6ng dy. Cé thé dng ay s& cam thay
vui trd lai.” Tuy nhién, b6 me Sakima phét
I& ban dy. “Ong &y réat giau. Con chi ld mot
cau bé mu. Con nght la bai hat cia con sé
giup 6ng ay sao?”

“I can sing for him. He might be happy
again,” Sakima told his parents. But his
parents dismissed him. “He is very rich.
You are only a blind boy. Do you think
your song will help him?”
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Tuy nhién, Sakima khéng b6 cudc. Em gai
ban ay cling ung h6 ban. Em gai ban néi:
“Nh(tng bai hat ciia Sakima xoa diu con
khi con ddi bung. Chung cling sé xoa dju
ong ay.”

However, Sakima did not give up. His little
sister supported him. She said, “Sakima’s
songs soothe me when I am hungry. They
will soothe the rich man too.”
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Ngay hém sau, Sakima bao em gai dan
minh t&i nha phu 6ng.

The following day, Sakima asked his little

sister to lead him to the rich man’s house.
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Ban dy dirng dudi mot trong nhirng clra
sO |&n va bat dau hat bai hat yéu thich
nhat cta ban. Dan dan, dau cla phu 6ng
bat dau xuat hién qua clra so.

He stood below one big window and
began to sing his favourite song. Slowly,
the head of the rich man began to show
through the big window.
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Nhi{rng ngudi lam céng cling ngung lam
viéc. Ho nghe bai hat tuyét vai cda Sakima.
Nhung mot ngudi dan 6ng noi: “Khdong ai
c6 thé an i 6ng chl ca. Cau bé mu nay
nghi rang minh cé thé an Qi 6ng dy sao?”

The workers stopped what they were
doing. They listened to Sakima’s beautiful
song. But one man said, “Nobody has
been able to console the boss. Does this
blind boy think he will console him?”
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Sakima hat xong va quay budc di. Nhung
phu 6ng chay vdi ra ngoai va noi: “Xin hay
hat nira di.”

Sakima finished singing his song and
turned to leave. But the rich man rushed
out and said, “Please sing again.”
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Ngay luc d6, hai ngudi dan 6ng dén va
khiéng moét nguai nao db trén cang ciru
thuong. Ho da tim thay con phu 6ng bi
danh bam dap va b lai bén dudng.

At that very moment, two men came
carrying someone on a stretcher. They
had found the rich man’s son beaten up
and left on the side of the road.
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HOSPITAL

l

Phud 6ng cam thay rat hanh phuc khi gap
lai con minh. Ong 8y thudng cho Sakima
vi d3 an ti minh. Ong mang con trai minh
va Sakima dén bénh vién dé Sakima cé thé
ldy lai thi giac cia minh.

The rich man was so happy to see his son
again. He rewarded Sakima for consoling
him. He took his son and Sakima to

hospital so Sakima could regain his sight.

19



okscga
0° 756,
®
(¢}
[\

o
<
2

Storybooks Canada

storybookscanada.ca
Bai hat ciia Sakima

Sakima’'s song

Written by: Ursula Nafula
Illustrated by: Peris Wachuka
Translated by: Phuong Nguyen (vi)

This story originates from the African Storybook @fricanstorybook.org) and
is brought to you by Storybooks Canada in an effort to provide children’s
stories in Canada’s many languages.

(©MOoM

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons
Attribution 4.0 International License.



https://storybookscanada.ca
https://africanstorybook.org
https://storybookscanada.ca
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

