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ا�فصَ فُقِنَ  نٌحْنَفَ  .لَكِاشَمَلاَ  نَمِ  دُيدِعَلاَ  يتِيَرْقَلِ  نَاَك 
.دٍحِاوَ رٍوبُنْصَ  نم  ءَاملاَ  بَلِجْنَلِ  ًلايوِطَ 

•••

My village had many problems. We
made a long line to fetch water
from one tap.
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.نَيرِخَلآا نَمِ  تِانَوعُمَلا  رُظِتَنْنَوَ 
•••

We waited for food donated by
others.
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.صِوص2ُللا نَمِ  اًفوْخَ  اًركِابَ  انَلِزِانَمَ  بَاوَب7ْا  لُفِقْنُوَ 
•••

We locked our houses early
because of thieves.

4



.ةِسَرَدْمَلْاَ لِافَطْلأاَ  نَمِ  دُيدِعَلاَ  كَرَتَ 
•••

Many children dropped out of
school.
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ىرَقُلْاَ يف  تٍامدِاخَ  نَلْمَعْيَ  تُارَيغAِصلاَ  تُايَتفَلْاَوَ 
.ىرَخEْلاا

•••

Young girls worked as maids in
other villages.
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، ةِيَرْقَلاَ ءِاحن7ْا  عِيمجَ  يف  رُاغIصلاَ  ةُيَبْصِلاَ  عAُكسَتَيَ 
.سِانَلاَ عِرِازَمَ  يف  نَورُخَلآا  لُمَعيَ  امنَيبَ 

•••

Young boys roamed around the
village while others worked on
people’s farms.
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ىَلعَ قِارَو7ْلاآ  تُافAلخمُ  قَُلعْتَ  حُايIَرلاَ ، 2بهُتَ  امَدَنْعِ 
.رِاوَس7ْلااوَ رِاجش7ْلااَ 

•••

When the wind blew, waste paper
hung on trees and fences.
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.لِمَهْمُلاَ رِوسُكْمَلاَ  جِاجزُلاَبِ  سُاAنلاَ  حُرَجْيُ 
•••

People were cut by broken glass
that was thrown carelessly.
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انَتُيَعِو7ْا تْحَبَص7ْاوَ  رُوبُنAْصلا ، Aفجَ  مِاAيلأاَ  دِح7َا  يفوَ 
.ةًغَرِافَ

•••

Then one day, the tap dried up and
our containers were empty.
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عِامَتِجْلاِ مْهُوَعُدْيَلِ  لٍزِنْمَ ، ىلإ  لٍزِنْمَ  نْمِ  يب7ِا  رَادَ 
.ةِيَرْقَلاَ

•••

My father walked from house to
house asking people to attend a
village meeting.
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.اوعُمَتَساَو ةِرَيبكَلاَ  ةِرَجAَشلاَ  تَحْتَ  سُاAنلاَ  عَمَتَجْاِ 
•••

People gathered under a big tree
and listened.
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Iلحَلِ اعًمَ  لَمَعْنَ  ن7ْلاِ  ةٍجَاحَبِ  نُحْنَ  : “ لَاقَو يب7ِا  فَقَوَ 
”. ةَِلكِشْمُلا

•••

My father stood up and said, “We
need to work together to solve our
problems.”
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ان7َا : “ تٍاونَسَ نِامAَثلا  وذُ  لُفIْطلاَ  امَوجُ  خَرَصَ 
”. فِيظِنAْتلاَبِ دَعِاسEَا  ن7ْا  عُيطِتَس7ْا 

•••

Eight-year-old Juma, sitting on a
tree trunk shouted, “I can help
with cleaning up.”

14



Aيلإ مَامَضِنْلاا  نَعْطِتَسْيَ  ءُاسIَنلا  : “ ةٌأرَمْاِ تَْلاق 
”. ةAَيئاذغِلاَ لِيصِاحَمَلا  ةِعَارزِلِ 

•••

One woman said, “The women can
join me to grow food.”
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”. اًرئبِ نَورفِحْيَسَ  لُاجIرلاَ  : “ لَاقَوَ رَخَآ  لٌجُرَ  فَقَوَ 
•••

Another man stood up and said,
“The men will dig a well.”

16



نَمِ انَتِايَحَ .” رُييِغْتَ  انَيَْلعَ  بُجِيَ  : “ اًعيمجَ انَخْرَصَ 
.انَلِكِاشَمَ Iلحَلِ  اعًمَ  لُمَعْنَسَ  مِوْيَلا 

•••

We all shouted with one voice, “We
must change our lives.” From that
day we worked together to solve
our problems.

17



Storybooks Canada
storybookscanada.ca

رُارَقَلا

Decision
Written by: Ursula Nafula

Illustrated by: Vusi Malindi
Translated by: (ar) Heba Tesheh, Maaouia Haj Mabrouk

This story originates from the African Storybook (africanstorybook.org) and
is brought to you by Storybooks Canada in an effort to provide children’s
stories in Canada’s many languages.

This work is licensed under a Creative Commons 
Attribution 4.0 International License.

18

https://storybookscanada.ca
https://africanstorybook.org
https://storybookscanada.ca
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

