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C6 mot nhém nhirng bé trai vo gia cu séng trong thanh
phd Naiobi ban rén, cach xa su quan tam cla gia dinh.
Ching chao d6n méi ngay dén. Vao budi sang no, nhirng
bé trai nay xép nhirng tdm chiéu sau khi ngu trén via he
lanh. D& xua tan cai lanh, chiing dung rac d& nhém mét
dong Ira. Trong s6 nhitng bé trai d6 c6 Magozwe. N6 la
dlra nho tudi nhat.

In the busy city of Nairobi, far away from a caring life at
home, lived a group of homeless boys. They welcomed
each day just as it came. On one morning, the boys were
packing their mats after sleeping on cold pavements. To
chase away the cold they lit a fire with rubbish. Among the
group of boys was Magozwe. He was the youngest.
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Néu nhu Magozwe than phién hay cé cau héi gi, 6ng chu
nay lién danh né. Khi Magozwe hai né c6 dugc di hoc
khéng, chd cdia né danh né va néi rang: “May ngéc lam,
khong thé hoc dugc gi dau.” Sau ba nam bj déi x&r nhu thé
nay, Magozwe bé nha chid né ra di. N6 bat dau séng trén
dudng pho.

If Magozwe complained or questioned, his uncle beat him.
When Magozwe asked if he could go to school, his uncle
beat him and said, “You're too stupid to learn anything.”
After three years of this treatment Magozwe ran away
from his uncle. He started living on the street.

Magozwe dang ngoi trong san can nha c6 mai mau xanh la
cay doc mot quyén truyén tlir trudng. Thomas di dén va
ngoi bén canh né. Thomas héi: “Cau chuyén ké vé cai gi
vay?" Magozwe trd 1oi: “N6 ké vé mdt cau bé trd thanh
gido vién.” Thomas hoi: “Cau bé d6 tén gi?” Magozwe mim
cudi va noi: “Tén cau bé la Magozwe.”

Magozwe was sitting in the yard at the house with the
green roof, reading a storybook from school. Thomas
came up and sat next to him. “What is the story about?”
asked Thomas. “It’s about a boy who becomes a teacher,”
replied Magozwe. “What's the boy’s name?” asked
Thomas. “His name is Magozwe,” said Magozwe with a
smile.
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Mot ngay no, khi Magozwe dang luc thung rac, né tim thay
mot quyén truyén cl nat. N6 phui bui di va dé quyén
truyén vao tdi clia minh. Sau d6, moi ngay, Magozwe déu
mang quyén truyén ra va xem nhirng hinh vé trong d6. N6
khong biét doc chr.

One day while Magozwe was looking through the dustbins,
he found an old tattered storybook. He cleaned the dirt
from it and put it in his sack. Every day after that he would
take out the book and look at the pictures. He did not know
how to read the words.

Va thé la Magozwe don dén & trong mdt can phong trong
ngdi nha c6 mai mau xanh 14 cay. N6 & cung phong véi hai
dlra con trai khac. Téng cong cé mudi dlra con trai séng
trong can nha d6 cung véi c6 Cissy va chéng co, ba con
ché, mét con meo, va mét con dé gia.

And so Magozwe moved into a room in a house with a
green roof. He shared the room with two other boys.
Altogether there were ten children living at that house.
Along with Auntie Cissy and her husband, three dogs, a
cat, and an old goat.

15



*K103s ay3 ul Kog ay3 sem ay 1eyl pauibewi ay ‘sawiauwios
1011d e buiaq jo weaipAep pjnom amzobe -10jid
e 9q 03 dn maib oym Aoq e jo A1031s ay3 pjol saindid ayL

"'u9Anuy buouy 9g néd e yuiw buea buony bugny ou ‘bueoys
yuiyl ‘buod 1yd we| 20np Aebu 10w pw amzobey ‘bugd 1yd
we| U] ug| 99 Ned 30w A uAnyd ned 93 9A yuly bunyn

14"

‘2oe|d
M3U 33 1€ 13139q 3q p|nod 31| 3ey3 Aoq 3yl painsseal
uew ay3 3w JSAQ ‘SeWoy] YUM sied} siy paleys aH

oW oyd » uoy
101 @s buos 20N e| amzobe ue uesy bund sewoy] ‘uelb
1943 30w nes ‘sewoy] 19A Aeu Os 1gu bunyu s e1yd oN




Tr&i rat lanh va Magozwe dang dirng an xin trén dudng.
Mét ngudi dan éng di téi cho cda nd. Nguai dan 6ng noi:
“Xin chao. Chu la Thomas. Chud lam viéc gan day, & mot nai
ma chau c6 thé c6 céi gi d& &n.” Ong nay chi vao mot ngoi
nha mau vang c6 mai mau xanh da trai. Ong noéi: “Cha hi
vong la chau sé téi d6 dé 1dy mot it thirc an?” Magozwe
nhin ngudi dan 6ng, va sau dé nhin ngdi nha. N6 naéi: “Coé
thé 1am”, va sau dé bé di.

It was cold and Magozwe was standing on the road
begging. A man walked up to him. “Hello, I'm Thomas. I
work near here, at a place where you can get something to
eat,” said the man. He pointed to a yellow house with a
blue roof. “I hope you will go there to get some food?” he

asked. Magozwe looked at the man, and then at the house.

“Maybe,” he said, and walked away.

Magozwe suy nghivé ngi @ mdi nay va vé viéc di hoc. Néu
chl n6 néi dang rang né ngdc qua khong thé hoc gi dugc
thi sao? Néu ngudi ta danh n6 & ché mdi nay thi sao? N6
cam thay sg. N6 nghirang: “Cé thé t6t hon la nén séng
trén dudng phd.”

Magozwe thought about this new place, and about going
to school. What if his uncle was right and he was too stupid
to learn anything? What if they beat him at this new place?
He was afraid. “Maybe it is better to stay living on the
street,” he thought.
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Magozwe dang ngdi trén via hé doc quyén sach hinh thi
Thomas téi ngoi bén canh né. Thomas hai: “Quyén sach
nay noi vé cai gi thé?” Magozwe tra I3i: “N6 ké vé mot cau
bé mudn tr& thanh phi céng.” Thomas héi: “Cau bé dé tén
gi?” Magozwe néi nho: “Chau khong biét. Chau khong biét
doc.”

Magozwe was sitting on the pavement looking at his
picture book when Thomas sat down next to him. “What is
the story about?” asked Thomas. “It's about a boy who
becomes a pilot,” replied Magozwe. “What's the boy’'s
name?” asked Thomas. “I don’t know, I can’t read,” said
Magozwe quietly.
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Khi ho gap nhau, Magozwe bat dau ké chuyén cdia minh
cho Thomas nghe. D6 la cau chuyén vé chd cda né va vi
sau n6 bd nha di. Thomas khéng néi nhiéu va cing khéng
bdo Magozwe phailam gi, nhung 6ng luén lam nghe rat
cham chd. Thinh thoang, ho cling tro chuyén trong ldc an
& ng6i nha c6 mai mau xanh da trdi.

When they met, Magozwe began to tell his own story to
Thomas. It was the story of his uncle and why he ran away.
Thomas didn’t talk a lot, and he didn’'t tell Magozwe what
to do, but he always listened carefully. Sometimes they
would talk while they ate at the house with the blue roof.
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