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When Simbegwire’s mother died, she was very sad.
Simbegwire’s father did his best to take care of his
daughter. Slowly, they learned to feel happy again,
without Simbegwire’s mother. Every morning they sat
and talked about the day ahead. Every evening they
made dinner together. After they washed the dishes,
Simbegwire’s father helped her with homework.
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“Hello Simbegwire, your father told me a lot about you,”
said Anita. But she did not smile or take the girl’s hand.
Simbegwire’s father was happy and excited. He talked
about the three of them living together, and how good
their life would be. “My child, I hope you will accept Anita
as your mother,” he said.
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The next week, Anita invited Simbegwire, with her
cousins and aunt, to the house for a meal. What a feast!
Anita prepared all of Simbegwire’s favourite foods, and
everyone ate until they were full. Then the children
played while the adults talked. Simbegwire felt happy
and brave. She decided that soon, very soon, she would
return home to live with her father and her stepmother.

17



‘Addeyun sem Jaiybnep siy 1eya asnou

01 W3S JoU pIp Jayie} s,aaimbaquis “Jay aneb Jayiow
J3y 19)ue|q [N{IN0J0 3Y3 SeM 110Jw0d AJuo JaH “Jauulp
Jayje pag 01 1ybiesis Juam ays ‘sbuiusns sy ui yJom
|00Y2S 3y Op 03 paJi} 00} SeM 3ys 1eyl Saloyd pjoyasnoy
Auew 0s Jay aneb ejuy ‘sbuluiow ayi ul Jayaeyj Jay Yyiim
}IS 01 2w} pey Jabuoj ou ays ‘pabueyd ayl| s,aammbaquis

) - |IBJR | i QiR 20
HR Q2 4 4 B8 §1Ehy @ PRERIPRHEY 11 SR} Qi R H B It
BEu B3| RRP QIPP BPH) MLk @ HE 111 [RIE IRA R3 BiLOYY

BhuR iR B £1° PF ||}t [P b [RR QPP K 1D RBH 3 Mkt B )
1 PR) He @ Bin ut BB § 5 |0k |1 JPQ 1kt [RR 208 RIQ
2 1£n) 2huk @2 PRk 20 Ko HE IIRID WAR IPAR] [D PRLBIPRKE

91

‘B}IUY punoJe swe Jay
nd pue Aimo|s paemioy paddals ays uayy ‘23e} palIIOMm
SIY pue Jayiey} Jay 1e paxoo| aumbaquiis ,¢utebe A sw
19| NOA ||IM,, P31 3ys ,,'Buoum sem I ‘suo 3|11l A1ios os

w,, ‘puey s,2imbaquis 40} IN0 paydeat ays ‘euuy yum

awed ay ‘Ajjlenjuang ‘Aep A1ana sy paisIA Jayie) JoH

{Rah (P § S{0ke Sl R MRl ok (R 120 Q 1B

P2} lunj2 22 PRBJ FER| B 1OPF EhiiEh B HE Q PRLBIPRHLY)
4 UPRR D 9P ki BR QU E Lo, 11RR B 'l SIS
R p HEPHk EPR DU, |{p2 Pju [RR OED B 12 PRU2IPRILY LY
|Ruke RUQ R UM B ‘D Pk 15uke 200 HP § M 1Eh) 2 HE




I3 WIS gmie, favedreTteg € fusT & Bag & Effmr fa Ba as &9
et wa 3 g7gd JJdar| "ﬂaﬂéwmﬁnaaaawu%av"@n?s
Wl"wﬂawéﬁsﬁ&aeﬁﬁéﬂwaﬁ’n"fw{éﬁ@&a
e 9t ug GR 2 Uz S Bfen wdt izt Mz S g3 &t foar
€a €t ym &t H

After a few months, Simbegwire’s father told them that
he would be away from home for a while. “I have to
travel for my job,” he said. “But I know you will look after
each other.” Simbegwire’s face fell, but her father did
not notice. Anita did not say anything. She was not happy
either.

fieareeg M 99d 3 39 a8 U3 gt Hi Ae BH & gd
g Rz & 2| 8 39 aret H fa g giR d=ar fer et B
U © »ied 3rd 84 I1El yg 87 © fusT & 81 3% mir & mifimyr,
“finaaretfeg, 3 My vy &t €30 Wi 83t 1 B 38 Rmrg Jaet
ﬁbl%éamrsé}ﬁlﬁﬁéé’%%éh@ﬁéaﬁmaa?m"@a
AfoH3 Fo fx fnmarees et v @ a3 gt 29 ordet 3 oy
Hoe! I

Simbegwire was playing with her cousins when she saw
her father from far away. She was scared he might be
angry, so she ran inside the house to hide. But her father
went to her and said, “Simbegwire, you have found a
perfect mother for yourself. One who loves you and
understands you. I am proud of you and I love you.”
They agreed that Simbegwire would stay with her aunt
as long as she wanted to.
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One morning, Simbegwire was late getting out of bed.
“You lazy girl!” Anita shouted. She pulled Simbegwire
out of bed. The precious blanket caught on a nail, and
tore in two.
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Simbegwire’s aunt took the child to her own house. She
gave Simbegwire warm food, and tucked her in bed with
her mother’s blanket. That night, Simbegwire cried as
she went to sleep. But they were tears of relief. She knew
her aunt would look after her.
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The next morning, Simbegwire sang the song again.
When it came to evening, she climbed a tall tree near a When the women came to wash their clothes at the
stream and made a bed for herself in the branches. As stream, they heard the sad song coming from the tall
she went to sleep, she sang: “Maama, maama, maama, tree. They thought it was only the wind rustling the
you left me. You left me and never came back. Father leaves, and carried on with their work. But one of the
doesn’t love me anymore. Mother, when are you coming women listened very carefully to the song.

back? You left me.”
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